
	  

	  

	  

	  

The	  Elders	  welcome	  the	  lifting	  of	  sanctions	  against	  Iran	  
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The	  Elders	  welcome	  the	  lifting	  of	  sanctions	  against	  Iran	  as	  another	  important	  step	  in	  the	  
process	  of	  normalising	  relations.	  It	  follows	  Iran’s	  implementation	  of	  its	  nuclear-‐related	  
obligations	  under	  last	  year’s	  landmark	  agreement.	  

Kofi	  Annan,	  Chair	  of	  The	  Elders,	  said:	  	  

“Building	  confidence	  among	  former	  adversaries	  is	  a	  slow	  and	  painstaking	  process.	  Iran	  has	  
demonstrated	  its	  adherence	  to	  the	  agreed	  plan	  of	  action	  over	  its	  nuclear	  programme.	  This	  could	  
and	  should	  be	  the	  foundation	  for	  further	  measures	  to	  improve	  the	  regional	  security	  
environment.”	  

The	  Elders	  have	  supported	  the	  P5+1	  negotiations	  with	  Iran	  from	  the	  outset,	  and	  will	  maintain	  
their	  engagement	  in	  the	  region.	  
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About	  The	  Elders	  
The	  Elders	  are	  independent	  leaders	  using	  their	  collective	  experience	  and	  influence	  for	  peace,	  
justice	  and	  human	  rights	  worldwide.	  The	  group	  was	  founded	  by	  Nelson	  Mandela	  in	  2007.	  
	  
The	  Elders	  are	  Martti	  Ahtisaari,	  Kofi	  Annan	  (Chair),	  Ela	  Bhatt,	  Lakhdar	  Brahimi,	  Gro	  Harlem	  
Brundtland	  (Deputy	  Chair),	  Fernando	  Henrique	  Cardoso,	  Jimmy	  Carter,	  Hina	  Jilani,	  Graça	  
Machel,	  Mary	  Robinson	  and	  Ernesto	  Zedillo.	  	  
	  	  



Desmond	  Tutu	  is	  an	  honorary	  Elder.	  
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