
 

Media Advisory: The Elders to visit South Africa to promote Universal 
Health Coverage 

LONDON, 29 August 2019 

The Elders will visit South Africa from 2-3 September to promote Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC) and meet President Cyril Ramaphosa, ministers and other politicians, health 
professionals and civil society to discuss the planned National Health Insurance (NHI) reforms. 

Gro Harlem Brundtland, former Prime Minister of Norway and Director-General of the World 
Health Organization, and Ricardo Lagos, former President of Chile, will visit the Charlotte 
Maxeke Hospital in Johannesburg and the Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital in Soweto on 2 
September.  

They will participate in a public debate on the NHI reforms in Johannesburg on 2 September 
together with the Minister of Health, Zweli Mkhize; regional politicians and officials from 
Gauteng Province; medical professionals and patients’ groups; and civil society, business and 
labour representatives. 

On 3 September the delegation will meet the Portfolio Committee on Health at the South 
African Parliament in Cape Town, and will have discussions with HE President Cyril Ramaphosa 
on how best South Africa can introduce health reforms that will lead to UHC. 

The visit will conclude with a press conference at the Media Centre in Parliament. 

The Elders have campaigned globally in support of UHC since 2016, including visits to Tanzania, 
Indonesia, India and the United States. They believe that publicly-funded healthcare is the best 
way to meet the overall Sustainable Development Goal on health, and particularly to improve 
the health outcomes of women, girls and adolescents. 

ENDS 

 



Media enquiries 
 
William French, Head of Communications  
T: +44 (0) 7795 693903 
media@theElders.org 
 
Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 

 
 
About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem Brundtland, Zeid Raad 
Al Hussein, Hina Jilani, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan 
Manuel Santos, Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo.   
  
Martti Ahtisaari, Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are 
Elders Emeritus. 

Kofi Annan (1938-2018) was a founding member of The Elders and served as Chair from 2013 to 
2018.

 

Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 
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