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The Elders

The Elders urge commitment and patience to secure an effective Iranian nuclear
agreement

18 March 2015
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Elders believe that an agreement between Iran and the “P5+1” powers on the Islamic
Republic’s nuclear programme is a realistic aspiration and could herald genuine and far-
reaching improvements for peace and stability.

The Elders strongly encourage all parties to reach a mutually satisfactory agreement that
ensures safety and security.

Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders, said:

“This requires commitment, patience and persistence. There is too much at stake to allow the
process to fail.”

At this sensitive time The Elders urge political actors on all sides to avoid any public statements
that undermine the peace negotiations. Negotiations cannot advance if they face a constant
barrage of criticism and second guessing; the negotiators should be given the time and space to
complete their work before judgements are made.

The Elders hope all stakeholders will seize this historic opportunity to help stabilise the Middle
East and usher in an era of security cooperation that transcends national rivalries and sectarian
divisions.
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William French, Head of International Media, The Elders
Email: media@theElders.org — T +44 7795 693903

Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases.

About The Elders
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace,
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007.
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The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ela Bhatt, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter, Hina Jilani, Graca
Machel, Mary Robinson and Ernesto Zedillo.

Desmond Tutu is an honorary Elder.

Find out more

For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work
please go to www.theElders.org.

Follow The Elders on Twitter, Facebook, Flickr and YouTube.
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