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The Elders

The Elders welcome Iran nuclear agreement and urge greater cooperation
across Middle East

2 April 2015
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Elders congratulate the leaders of Iran and the “P5+1” powers on their achievement of
an agreement on the future of Iran’s nuclear programme after lengthy negotiations in
Switzerland.

They urge all parties to now move ahead as swiftly as possible to fully implement the joint
comprehensive plan of action, and build on this achievement to further the cause of peace
across the Middle East.

Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders, said he hoped the agreement “will mark the beginning of a
much improved relationship between Iran and the international community and an
opportunity to strengthen regional security cooperation among Middle East states.”

The Elders hope the deal will help stabilise the region and usher in an era of security
cooperation that transcends national rivalries and sectarian divisions.

The agreement should also serve as a timely encouragement to the 2015 Review
Conference of the Parties to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which will take
place in April and May.

The Elders encourage all parties to that Conference to harness the momentum engendered

by the Iran agreement to strengthen the NPT and further minimise the risks of nuclear
proliferation across the world.
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About The Elders

The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for
peace, justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in
2007.

The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ela Bhatt, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter, Hina Jilani, Graca
Machel, Mary Robinson and Ernesto Zedillo.

Desmond Tutu is an honorary Elder.

Find out more

For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work
please go to www.theElders.org.

Follow The Elders on Twitter, Facebook, Flickr and YouTube.
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