The Elders call on EU leaders to unite in compassion to migrants
25 June 2015
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
As the leaders of the European Union meet in Brussels today and tomorrow to discuss among
other issues the critical question of migration, The Elders urge them to uphold the legal and
moral obligation of nations to assist people fleeing persecution, conflict and hardship.
EU member states should accept the principle of burden-sharing recommended by the
European Commission, even if the modalities may require adjustments.
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders and former UN Secretary-General said:
“Neither border closures nor higher walls will provide durable solutions to the influx of migrants
into Europe. The effective management of migration will require humane policies that afford
legal pathways to entry.”
Compassion, solidarity and respect for the sanctity of life must be the guiding principles that
inform the decisions of the European Union regarding migrants, whether legal or illegal. And
the root causes that drive people to flee desperate circumstances must be addressed.
Fellow Elder Martti Ahtisaari, former President of Finland said:
“As a European, I have to say that the EU response so far has been woefully inadequate. EU
member states can honour their obligations to refugees and still respect the economic concerns
of their citizens, if they share the costs and divide the burden.”
The Elders call on EU leaders to heed these principles as they formulate their response to the
migrant crisis.
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