
 

 

 

  
The Elders welcome Iranian nuclear agreement as boost to Middle East peace 
  
14 July 2015 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The Elders warmly congratulate all the parties to the nuclear talks on the successful conclusion 
of these marathon negotiations. 
  
The delegations and their political leaders have shown determination and tenacity to overcome 
the many obstacles in their path and arrive at an agreement which, if implemented in full and in 
good faith, could lead to a significant improvement in regional stability and security. 
  
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders, said:  
 
“The people and the countries of the world can be grateful for the courage, commitment and 
persistence shown by the negotiators and their governments, and for the hope that this 
agreement has brought.” 
  
“It is vital that tangible and early progress is now made on implementation, in particular on 
watertight verification mechanisms and the lifting of sanctions on Iran.” 
  
The Elders call on all those who continue to resist or work against this ground-breaking 
agreement to put aside ideological preconceptions, historical grievances and narrow political 
interests, and see it as a chance to further the wider aims of peace.  
  
The Elders urge the parties to the agreement and other regional powers to seize this 
opportunity to build on the goodwill and progress achieved to help tackle the religious 
extremism and deep sectarian divisions, which are creating enormous human suffering and 
massive devastation throughout the Middle East. 
 

 
 
Media enquiries 
 
Jennifer Woodside, Communications Director, The Elders 
Email: media@theElders.org – T +44 7880 230977 
 
Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 
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About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ela Bhatt, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter, Hina Jilani, Graça 
Machel, Mary Robinson and Ernesto Zedillo.  
  
Desmond Tutu is an honorary Elder. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 
 
Follow The Elders on Twitter, Facebook, Flickr and YouTube. 
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