Jimmy Carter steps down from The Elders
25 May 2016
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Jimmy Carter is stepping down from his front-line role as a member of The Elders, the
organisation announced today. The former President of the United States, 91, will hold the title
of honorary (“Emeritus”) Elder as of 1 June 2016. The Elders wish to pay tribute to Jimmy
Carter’s inspiring and tireless work for the organisation since it was founded in 2007.
He has brought his immense experience and expertise to bear on the complex geopolitical
issues at the heart of the organisation’s work, and has also been a passionate advocate for
women’s rights, social justice, action on climate change and other core Elders’ values.
A forthright and principled advocate for human rights and democracy, Jimmy Carter took part
in the very first Elders’ mission to Sudan in October 2007, highlighting atrocities and the
displacement of millions of people in Darfur.
He has also played a key role in every Elders’ delegation to the Middle East, most recently in
May 2015 when he led a delegation to Israel and Palestine to draw attention to the
humanitarian disaster in Gaza and support those on both sides who favour peace and a twostate solution. This came straight after Jimmy Carter’s participation in an Elders’ meeting with
President Putin in Moscow, aimed at securing greater engagement on the Syrian crisis.
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders, said:
“From the Middle East to climate change, women’s rights to superpower diplomacy, Jimmy has
brought the gravitas of his Presidential office but also the passion of an activist who believes the
world can, and must, be changed for the better. The Elders would not be the organisation it is
today without his drive and vision, and he will stay an inspiration for all of us for many years
ahead.”
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About The Elders
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace,
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007.
The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ela Bhatt, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter, Hina Jilani, Graça
Machel, Mary Robinson and Ernesto Zedillo.
Desmond Tutu is an honorary Elder.

Find out more
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work
please go to www.theElders.org.
Follow The Elders on Twitter, Facebook, Flickr and YouTube.

