The Elders welcome Paris conference as step towards two-state solution for
Israel-Palestine
LONDON, 2 June 2016
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Elders welcome the international conference being convened in Paris on 3 June by the
French Government, aimed at reviving efforts to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
The last 18 months have seen worsening violence, a hardening of political rhetoric and a
diplomatic impasse. The international community must push decisively to shift the dynamics on
the ground and secure lasting peace for Israelis and Palestinians alike. A two-state solution that
respects international law, addresses legitimate security concerns and upholds human rights
remains the only way forward.
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders, said:
“This conference is an opportunity to revitalise international engagement on the IsraeliPalestinian conflict. After so many decades of conflict, people deserve to live in peace and
dignity. This requires an end to occupation, and self-determination for the Palestinian people.
The Elders call on all those involved to work constructively and in good faith towards this goal.”
The Elders note the conflicts raging in much of the wider Middle East and argue this makes it
even more important that diplomatic efforts for a two-state solution are intensified.
Jimmy Carter, former President of the United States and Honorary Elder, said:
“The world cannot afford to forget about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Palestinians continue to
be denied justice and human rights, and their leaders remain divided and disengaged from the
search for lasting peace. This stokes resentment and support for extremism across the region.
Equally, Israelis are ill-served by a government that promotes illegal settlements and flouts
international law.”
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