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The Elders

The Elders condemn Aleppo bombardments and call for unimpeded
humanitarian aid

London, 4 October 2016
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Elders today condemned the continued devastating attacks on civilian targets in the Syrian
city of Aleppo by government forces and their Russian allies, and called for an immediate
cessation to allow unimpeded access for humanitarian aid.

They deplored the paralysis of the United Nations Security Council in the face of such a brutal
military assault, which has shown utter disregard for civilian life as well as facilities such as
hospitals that, under international humanitarian law, must always be protected.

Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders and former UN Secretary-General, said:

“The assault on Aleppo is an assault on the whole world. When hospitals, schools and homes are
bombed indiscriminately, killing and maiming hundreds of innocent children, these are acts that
constitute an attack on our shared, fundamental human values. Our collective cry for action
must be heard, and acted upon, by all those engaged in this dreadful war.”

The Elders deeply regret that the cease-fire established thanks to the serious efforts of Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and US Secretary of State John Kerry has collapsed a mere few
days after it came into effect.

Lakhdar Brahimi, Elder and former UN Special Envoy to Syria, added:

“The people of Aleppo and the rest of the world, in their agony, will not forget and will not
forgive until the leaders of Russia, the United States and the other members of the Security
Council act with strength and unity to bring this bloody war to an end. As the current President
of the Security Council, Russia has a great responsibility to resume active cooperation with the
US and work with all others concerned to forge consensus and to devise a viable strategy
capable of ending Syria's agony.”
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About The Elders
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace,
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007.

The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ela Bhatt, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Hina Jilani, Ricardo Lagos, Graca Machel, Mary Robinson and
Ernesto Zedillo.

Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are Honorary Elders.

Find out more
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work
please go to www.theElders.org.

Follow The Elders on LinkedlIn, Twitter, Facebook, Flickr and YouTube.
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