
 

 

 

 
The Elders welcome David Nussbaum as new Chief Executive 

 
 
London, 17 October 2016 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The Elders Foundation is delighted to welcome David Nussbaum as its new Chief Executive 
Officer. 
 
David, who started his role today, joins The Elders from WWF-UK, where he served as Chief 
Executive from 2007. He previously worked at Oxfam and at Transparency International, and 
started his career in the private sector. 
 
He takes over from Andrew Whitley, who served as Interim CEO following the retirement of 
Lesley-Anne Knight in March 2016. 
 
“I am delighted and honoured to join The Elders,” David said. 
 
“Global conflicts, the existential challenge of climate change and the alarming rise of 
xenophobic nationalism all mean their clear moral voice must be heard and heeded more than 
ever. As Chief Executive I will be working with the Secretariat to support the Elders’ efforts and 
amplify their calls, now and in the future.” 
 
The Elders also today welcomed the appointment of Edith Prak as the organisation’s new 
Director of Development. Edith joins the organisation from the Open University, and previously 
worked as the Deputy Director of the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. 
 

 
Media enquiries 
 
William French, Head of Communications, The Elders  
T: +44 7795 693903 
media@theElders.org 
 
Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 

 
 
About The Elders 

mailto:media@theElders.org
http://theelders.org/contact/media-request


The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ela Bhatt, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Hina Jilani, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel, Mary Robinson and 
Ernesto Zedillo.  
  
Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are Honorary Elders. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 
 
Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Flickr and YouTube. 
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