The Elders welcome Paris Mideast peace conference, urge all P5 states to show
leadership
London, 16 January 2017
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Elders welcomed the latest international conference on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict held
in Paris on 15 January 2017 at the initiative of the French Government, and commended their
leadership in pushing for a viable two-state solution.
They urged all the wider international community, and in particular all five permanent
members of the United Nations Security Council, to play an active and concerted role to secure
a lasting and just peace for the peoples of Israel and Palestine.
The Elders reiterated their support for UN Security Council Resolution 2334 passed in December
2016 which condemned all settlement activity in the occupied Palestinian territories, including
East Jerusalem, and all acts of violence and terror. They hoped this consensus in the Council is
maintained in the coming months as the best chance of ensuring the survival of the two-state
solution.
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders, said:
“The French government has worked hard over the past twelve months to garner international
support for a viable two-state solution. It is vital that these calls are heeded and efforts
redoubled by all key players, especially on the UN Security Council. Israeli and Palestinian
leaders, and all States in the region and beyond, must abjure obstructionism which will only
prolong the sufferings of Israelis and Palestinians alike.”
Lakhdar Brahimi, Elder and international conflict mediator, said:
“Yesterday’s Paris conference sent out an important message to the world. Scores of nations
gathered, demonstrating the international community’s desire to promote the best hope for a
sustainable peace for Israelis and Palestinians: two states living peacefully side by side. Any
moves that imperil that solution, including settlement activities in the occupied Palestinian
territories, are incompatible with international law and UN resolutions, including Security
Council Resolution 2334 of December 2016.”
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