The Elders voice alarm at new Israeli settlement law
London, 10 February 2017
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Elders today expressed alarm at new measures adopted by the Israeli parliament, the
Knesset, on 6 February that retrospectively recognise Jewish settlements in the occupied
territories that are built on confiscated Palestinian land.
The so-called “Regularisation Law” constitutes a provocative violation of international law that
further blights the chances of a just and durable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
It runs directly against UN Security Council Resolution 2334, passed in December 2016, which
reaffirms that “the cessation of all Israeli settlement activities is essential for salvaging a twostate solution, and calls for affirmative steps to be taken immediately to reverse the negative
trends on the ground that are imperilling the two-state solution”.
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders and former UN Secretary-General, said:
“This law is highly damaging both to the prospects for peace in the region, and to Israel’s
international reputation as a state that respects the rule of law. Prime Minister Netanyahu
should show leadership to overturn this law, paying heed to the objections of Israel’s Attorney
General, broad segments of Israeli society, and members of his own Likud Party.”
Gro Harlem Brundtland, Deputy Chair of The Elders and Prime Minister of Norway at the time
of the Oslo Accords, added:
“All settlements on occupied Palestinian land are illegal under international law – whether or
not Israel chooses to recognise them. Settlements are a major obstacle to the two-state
solution, which must be based on the 1967 border. I am dismayed by this new law, which
aggravates existing tensions and compounds injustice, making the prospects for peace more
remote.”
The Elders note that these measures are only the latest in a series of actions by Israel in support
of settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories, including the approval last month to build
600 new homes in settlements in East Jerusalem. Such actions violate international law and are
prejudicial to peace.
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