
 

 

 

 
The Elders deplore US decertification of Iran nuclear deal as threat to peace 

 
LONDON, 14 October 2017 
  
The Elders today deplored in the strongest terms the decision of US President Donald Trump to 
decertify the Iran nuclear deal as a threat to global peace and stability. 
 
They noted that the decision flies in the face of official statements from the US Defense 
Secretary James Mattis, Chairman of the US Joint Chief of Staff General Joseph Dunford and the 
International Atomic Energy Authority that Iran is fully complying with the deal. 
 
The Elders called on the other signatories to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) – 
Iran, the United Kingdom, France, China, Russia, Germany and the European Union – to 
continue to do everything in their power to sustain the spirit and implementation of the accord. 
 
They also urged members of the US Congress to refrain from imposing fresh sanctions on Iran, 
as a step likely to strengthen hardliners. The Elders believe that, instead, paths for serious 
confidential dialogue on all security-related issues in the Middle East should be kept open. 
 
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders and former UN Secretary-General, said: 
 
“The deal between Iran and the P5+1 powers is one of the landmark achievements of 
international diplomacy in the last decade. I am deeply concerned that President Trump’s action 
risks jeopardising this agreement and all it represents.” 
 
“The Iran deal is an essential part of our global security architecture, and a model for how to 
respond to other nuclear tensions. If the United States is no longer seen as a reliable partner, it 
makes the prospects of reaching other agreements to prevent nuclear proliferation far less 
likely, and our world far more unsafe. Now is the time for calm heads to prevail on all sides, in 
the interest of our common humanity.” 
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Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 

 
 
About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ban Ki-moon, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Hina Jilani, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel, Mary Robinson and 
Ernesto Zedillo.  
  
Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are Elders Emeritus. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 
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