
 

 

 

 
The Elders urge end of Yemen blockade to avert further humanitarian crisis 

 
LONDON, 11 November 2017 
  
The Elders today called on Saudi Arabia and its coalition partners to lift the land, sea, and air 
blockade of Yemen to avert an escalation of the humanitarian disaster in the war-stricken 
country. 
 
They shared the concerns of the United Nations and relief agencies that closing aid channels 
aggravates the already dire humanitarian situation in Yemen, where millions of people are at 
risk of famine, cholera, and other health crises. 
 
The Elders were particularly alarmed at reports that the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) was unable to get clearance to ship chlorine tablets from Saudi Arabia into Yemen, 
noting that over 900,000 cases of cholera have been reported since April 2017. 
 
The Elders also condemned all military actions in Yemen and the region that target or threaten 
civilians.  
 
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders said: 
 
“The civilian population of Yemen is paying a horrendous price for the war waged by rival 
factions and their foreign backers. All parties to the conflict must allow complete and unfettered 
humanitarian access to those in need.” 
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Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 
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The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ban Ki-moon, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Hina Jilani, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel, Mary Robinson and 
Ernesto Zedillo.  
  
Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are Elders Emeritus. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 
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