
 

 

 

 

The Elders condemn Libya slave auctions, demand migrants’ rights respected 
 
LONDON, 21 November 2017 
 
The Elders today strongly condemned “slave auctions” of African migrants in Libya and urged 
the international community to take all necessary steps to protect the rights and dignity of all 
people, especially vulnerable foreigners, in the conflict-wracked country. 
 
They shared the concern and dismay expressed by the Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission, Moussa Faki Mahamat, and called for an immediate end to these practices and 
other criminal acts of human trafficking. 
  
Kofi Annan, Chair of The Elders, said: 
 
“I am shocked and angered by the recent media reports of African migrants being sold as slaves 
in Libyan auctions. The Libyan authorities must take urgent steps to eradicate these abuses, and 
the international community must provide necessary political and logistical support to bring 
criminals to justice.”  
 
The Elders reiterated their call for increased legal pathways for migration so displaced people 
do not have to rely on smugglers and organised crime networks. 
 
Hina Jilani, Elder and human rights advocate, added: 
 
“The slave auctions in Libya are a horrifying symptom of the failure both to agree international 
response mechanisms to large flows of people, and to ensure that the human rights of all people 
on the move are protected. The European Union and its member states, which have struck deals 
seeking to prevent refugees and migrants from crossing the Mediterranean, must insist Libya 
ends these abuses, which constitute an attack on the common values of our shared humanity.” 
 
ENDS  
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Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 

 
 
About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (Chair), Ban Ki-moon, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland (Deputy Chair), Hina Jilani, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel, Mary Robinson and 
Ernesto Zedillo.  
  
Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are Elders Emeritus. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 
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