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The Elders

Decisive action from Russia, Iran and Turkey required to avoid needless deaths
in Idlib siege, Elders warn

LONDON, 14 September 2018

The Elders strongly urge the three guarantors of the “Astana Process” — Iran, Russia and Turkey
— to overcome their recent differences and work hand-in-hand to prevent heavy civilian
casualties in Syria’s Idlib region. A large-scale offensive there appears imminent.

Gro Harlem Brundtland, Acting Chair of The Elders and former Prime Minister of Norway, said:

“Russia, Iran and Turkey have taken it upon themselves to work together to restore peace and
security to Syria. As a result, they have a heavy responsibility to act decisively at this time to
prevent further deaths and injuries to civilians in Idlib. The situation could not be more urgent.”

Almost half Idlib’s estimated population of 2.9 million are people who have been displaced
from other parts of the country. Among them, about a million children are most at risk.
Indiscriminate aerial bombardments over the past days are already reported to have caused
many casualties.

Lakhdar Brahimi, Elder and the former UN and Arab League Special Envoy for Syria, added:

“The people of Syria have suffered too much and for far too long. The Syrian Government and its
supporters, Turkey and the armed groups can and must do all that is necessary to ensure that
the vast civilian population in Idlib province receives the effective protection which international
humanitarian law gives them.”

The Elders have long urged the US and Russian Governments to work together, patiently and
persistently, first to end the fighting and then to focus on a meaningful political process.

The UN Special Envoy Staffan de Mistura has called for a Syrian constitutional committee to
meet in Geneva in the coming days.

Martti Ahtisaari, Elder, Nobel Laureate and former President of Finland who has helped end
several intractable conflicts, commented:

“Any lasting solution to this war must of course be fully Syrian-owned. But, to get to that point,
the external actors first need to work together. The reference point must remain UN Security


https://theelders.org/gro-harlem-brundtland
https://theelders.org/lakhdar-brahimi
https://theelders.org/martti-ahtisaari

Council Resolution 2254 of December 2015. It was approved unanimously and remains the
agreed political route for Syria.”
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Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases.

About The Elders
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace,
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007.

The Elders are Martti Ahtisaari, Kofi Annan (1938-2018), Ban Ki-moon, Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro
Harlem Brundtland (Acting Chair), Hina Jilani, Ricardo Lagos, Graca Machel, Mary Robinson and
Ernesto Zedillo.

Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are Elders Emeritus.

Find out more
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work
please go to www.theElders.org.

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube.



mailto:media@theElders.org
http://theelders.org/contact/media-request
http://theelders.org/martti-ahtisaari
http://www.theelders.org/kofi-annan
http://theelders.org/ban-ki-moon
http://theelders.org/lakhdar-brahimi
http://theelders.org/gro-harlem-brundtland
http://theelders.org/gro-harlem-brundtland
http://theelders.org/hina-jilani
http://theelders.org/ricardo-lagos
http://theelders.org/graca-machel
http://theelders.org/mary-robinson
http://theelders.org/ernesto-zedillo
http://theelders.org/ela-bhatt
http://theelders.org/fernando-h-cardoso
http://theelders.org/jimmy-carter
http://theelders.org/desmond-tutu
http://www.theelders.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-elders-foundation
https://twitter.com/theelders
https://www.facebook.com/theElders
https://www.instagram.com/theelders_org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/theelders/
https://www.youtube.com/user/theeldersorg

