
 

The Elders call on regional leaders to kickstart South Sudan peace 
talks 

LONDON, 17 December 2019 

The Elders today called upon leaders from the Intergovernmental Authority on Development 
(IGAD) regional bloc to urgently convene talks with the leaders of South Sudan to advance 
peace negotiations after a series of delays and setbacks. 

The need for action is particularly acute ahead of the February 2020 deadline for a new unity 
government including rival leaders Salva Kiir and Riek Machar.  

IGAD’s internal divisions over the past year have been a major obstacle to the high level 
engagement that is needed to address the political crisis in South Sudan. The Elders welcomed 
the fact that IGAD has reached agreement on a new Chair, Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok of 
Sudan. They urged the IGAD heads of state to convene again as soon as is practically possible to 
keep up the momentum, and to bring together the leaders of South Sudan to steer them 
towards a political solution.   

Graça Machel, Deputy Chair of The Elders and former Mozambican freedom fighter, said: 

“South Sudan has suffered from chronically self-serving leadership throughout its young history 
of independence. The people of South Sudan have been paying a very high price. Real progress 
was made when IGAD heads of state urged the South Sudanese leaders to sign the Revitalised 
Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in September 2018, but since then I fear IGAD 
leaders have let the process drift. Neighbouring countries have a responsibility to promote 
peace, stability and justice for the protection of the South Sudanese people.” 

The 2018 peace agreement has led to a ceasefire in most areas of South Sudan, greatly 
reducing the levels of violence. But the implementation of security sector reforms, and of a 
planned unity government, has already been delayed twice amid deep mutual distrust.  

One crucial element is securing agreement on the number of states inside South Sudan, and 
their boundaries, which requires direct engagement by senior political leaders. Setting out a 
clear roadmap for implementing transitional security arrangements is also critical. 

The Elders stressed the urgent importance of extending the ceasefire to the Equatoria border 
region of South Sudan. As well as the need to protect civilians, this is vital in order to strengthen 

https://theelders.org/profile/graca-machel


preparedness against a possible spread of Ebola from the neighbouring Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 

Gro Harlem Brundtland, Elder and former Director-General of the World Health Organization, 
said: 

“The humanitarian needs in South Sudan have been a matter of grave concern for many years, 
but the threat of Ebola means it is absolutely essential that national and regional leaders act 
now to break the deadlock. If the political impasse persists and conflict continues, the 
consequences for the country and all of its neighbours could be catastrophic, long-lasting and 
profoundly destabilising.” 
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About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem Brundtland, Zeid Raad 
Al Hussein, Hina Jilani, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan 
Manuel Santos, Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo.   
  
Martti Ahtisaari, Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are 
Elders Emeritus. 

Kofi Annan (1938-2018) was a founding member of The Elders and served as Chair from 2013 to 
2018.

 

Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 
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