The Elders warn Yemen famine will be worsened by US designation of
Houthis as terrorists
LONDON, 15 January 2021
The Elders today expressed concern that the severe famine and humanitarian crisis in Yemen
will be worsened by the US Government’s designation of one of the parties in the conflict as
terrorists.
Due to enter into force on 19 January, just one day before the Trump Administration’s term in
office ends, this designation will severely impact the lives of Yemenis, and all commercial trade
with the country.
This US action will punish the whole of the Yemeni population, raising the prospect of mass
famine and significant loss of life, and possibly make a future diplomatic solution even more
difficult, the Elders warned. Yemen is one of the poorest countries in the world and
exacerbating this situation will increase instability in an already fractured and fractious region.
Ban Ki-moon, former UN Secretary-General and Deputy Chair of The Elders, said:
“I am deeply worried by this action, especially its timing. It is likely to be counter-productive to
the goal we should now all be focusing our energies on: ending this disastrous war as soon as
possible and protecting the lives of the Yemeni people. I fear that this move may make the
Houthis even less inclined to engage with the international community.”
The Elders expressed their hope that the incoming Biden Administration will make ending the
war a high priority and give renewed support to talks led by UN special envoy Martin Griffiths.
Lakhdar Brahimi, founding member of The Elders and veteran UN peace negotiator, added:
“For far too long, the Yemeni people have been innocent victims of the poor governance of their
country, which has been used as a cockpit for proxy wars by external powers. President-elect Joe
Biden is likely to undertake a comprehensive review of the foreign policy of the outgoing
Administration, especially in the Middle East. Secretary Pompeo’s decision on the Houthis makes
the case of Yemen an urgent necessity. At the same time, the UN Security Council should

urgently require all sides in Yemen to put down their arms and take part in unconditional peace
talks under UN auspices.”
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