
 

The Elders condemn military coup d’état in Myanmar 

LONDON, 1 February 2021 

The Elders today condemned the coup d’état by the military in Myanmar and called on the 
international community to exert pressure for an immediate return to civilian rule. 

They urged the immediate release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, President Win Myint and other 
detained leaders of the National League for Democracy (NLD) party, the lifting of the state of 
emergency, and the restoration of phone and internet services across Myanmar. 

The Elders reiterated their view that there can be no sustainable future for Myanmar without 
an inclusive democratic settlement that respects the rights of all religious and ethnic minority 
groups, including the Rohingya. 

Mary Robinson, Chair of The Elders and former President of Ireland, said: 

“This coup is yet another egregious violation of democracy and the rule of law in Myanmar. The 
international community must make it clear that the military leaders who have seized power 
will be held accountable for their actions. Lasting peace and justice for all Myanmar’s people 
will only come when the military gives up its unjustified political role and politicians oppose 
racism, religious discrimination and bigotry in all forms. 

The Rakhine Commission report authored by the late Kofi Annan, my predecessor as Chair of The 
Elders, continues to offer the best blueprint for peace, reconciliation and justice in Rakhine state. 
All of Myanmar’s leaders – civilian and military alike – have failed to honour their commitments 
to implement the report’s recommendations over the past four years.” 
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About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Lakhdar Brahimi, Gro Harlem Brundtland, Zeid Raad 
Al Hussein, Hina Jilani, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan 
Manuel Santos, Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo.   
  
Martti Ahtisaari, Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Desmond Tutu are 
Elders Emeritus. 

Kofi Annan (1938-2018) was a founding member of The Elders and served as Chair from 2013 to 
2018.

 

Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to https://theelders.org/. 

Follow The Elders on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, Flickr and YouTube. 
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