The Elders call on all parties to JCPOA to seek compromise and keep

talks alive

LONDON, 24 November 2021

Ahead of the resumption of talks about the Iran nuclear agreement in Vienna on 29 November
— the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) — The Elders today called on all parties to
show courageous leadership and a willingness to compromise.

The separate meeting of the Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency this
week, which will consider Iran’s lack of compliance with its IAEA agreements, will be another
critical moment that must be approached constructively and sensitively by all parties.

The Elders warned that posturing rhetoric and intransigent positions from the United States of
America and Iran risk scuppering the talks altogether. The interests of all parties would be
better served at this stage by a compromise deal that meets key demands and preserves the
space for diplomacy and negotiation.

The Elders further warned that a breakdown of the talks could have far-reaching consequences
for regional and international peace and security, with the risk of increasing brinkmanship and
dangerous miscalculations.

Ban Ki-moon, Deputy Chair of The Elders and former UN Secretary-General, said:

“The talks have suffered so far from a lack of trust and confidence on both sides. Negotiators
and leaders from both Iran and the P5+1 need to address this trust deficit, and provide concrete
assurances and guarantees that the terms of a revived JCPOA will be comprehensively and fairly
implemented. The overriding goal must be to bring the USA and Iran back onto a path towards
full compliance with the 2015 deal. The alternative is a perpetual cycle of mutual escalation.
This could have dangerous and unpredictable consequences for both Iranians and people from
other countries.”
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About The Elders
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace,
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007.

The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Gro Harlem Brundtland, Zeid Raad Al Hussein, Hina
Jilani, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Ricardo Lagos, Graca Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan Manuel Santos,
Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo.

Martti Ahtisaari, Ela Bhatt, Lakdhar Brahimi, Fernando Henrigue Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and
Desmond Tutu are Elders Emeritus.

Kofi Annan (1938-2018) was a founding member of The Elders and served as Chair from 2013 to
2018.

Find out more
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work
please go to www.theElders.org.

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube.
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