
 

The Elders deplore Putin’s nuclear escalation and urge continued 

NATO restraint  

1 March 2022 

The Elders today denounced President Vladimir Putin’s decision to place Russia’s strategic 

nuclear arsenal on “special alert” status as a reckless escalation of the conflict in Ukraine that 

underscores the existential threat posed to humanity by nuclear weapons.  

NATO’s nuclear powers have maintained restraint and kept their own nuclear weapons off high 

alert. They must persist in this stance to avoid aggravating an already extremely dangerous 

situation.     

The Elders have long called for all nuclear arsenals to be moved off high alert status as part of a 

wider agenda of de-escalation, disarmament and risk reduction. Current events show precisely 

why these steps are urgently needed.  

The Elders also voiced grave concerns about Belarus’ move to renounce its non-nuclear status 

and potentially allow Russian nuclear weapons to be based on Belarusian territory – an action 

that would destabilise European security and further increase the risks of nuclear escalation.   

These unprecedented moves risk placing Russian and NATO forces, both armed with nuclear 

capabilities, in direct confrontation. Such a scenario risks an increased chance of an accident, 

mistake or miscalculation with devastating consequences. 

Mary Robinson, Chair of The Elders and former President of Ireland, said:  

“The world has shown dangerous complacency on the issue of nuclear non-proliferation and 

disarmament for many years, which has led to this wake-up call. Urgent steps are needed to 

reverse the systematic erosion of arms control treaties and norms. Stoking nuclear tensions to 

intimidate Ukrainian resistance and the international community is an outrageous, irresponsible 

act by President Putin. NATO nuclear powers are right to continue to maintain the restraint they 

have thus far shown on their own nuclear alert status.” 

https://theelders.org/profile/mary-robinson


President Putin’s actions stand in direct opposition to the recent joint statement he signed with 

other P5 leaders declaring that “a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought”. It is 

incumbent on all parties to engage in good faith and with redoubled efforts in the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference later this year as part of a serious and sustained 

commitment to long-term nuclear de-escalation. 
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About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 

justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Gro Harlem Brundtland, Zeid Raad Al Hussein, Hina 

Jilani, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan Manuel Santos, 
Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo.   
  
Martti Ahtisaari, Ela Bhatt, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Lakhdar Brahimi, and Jimmy Carter are 
Elders Emeritus. 
 
Desmond Tutu (1931-2021) and Kofi Annan (1938-2018) were founding members of The Elders 
and served as Chairs from 2007 to 2013 and 2013 to 2018 respectively. 

 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 
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