
 

War in Ukraine must not escalate: it is time to talk of peace 

25 May 2022 

As independent global leaders, we reaffirm our view that the Russian invasion of Ukraine is an 
outrageous, unjustifiable act, for which there must be accountability and justice.   

President Zelensky and the Ukrainian people have the right to defend their territory and 
independence, and to seek support from their allies.  

We express profound alarm at the failure of international leadership to de-escalate the conflict 
and thus risk a new world war that threatens disaster for billions of people.  

As Elders, we call on world leaders to take specific measures to reduce the risks of nuclear 
catastrophe and the impact of the Ukraine war on global food prices, and prepare for 
negotiations to end the conflict.  

Europe’s continuing dependence on Russian fossil fuels is financing Putin’s war and will 
continue to overshadow the impact of punitive sanctions unless it further accelerates the 
transition to renewable energy.  

Russia’s aggression is in part enabled by the long-term erosion of the rules-based order 
underpinning global peace and security.  Successive violations of international law and state 
sovereignty by great powers have been carried out with impunity, leading to a dangerously 
polarised world.  

Ending the human suffering of this war by diplomacy must be the world’s top priority. More 
than 14 million Ukrainians have been forced to flee their homes due to the destruction and 
devastation wreaked by Russian forces. Over 260 million people unconnected to the conflict 
face extreme poverty due to the impact of Russia’s invasion on global food and energy prices, 
compounding existing inequality and the COVID-19 crisis.     

As an immediate confidence-building measure, we call on Russia, Ukraine and other countries 
to work with the United Nations to permit the safe and secure export of grain and food stocks 
to world markets without delay.  



An end to this terrible war based on dialogue must be the international community’s highest 
priority. Support to the people of Ukraine must be matched by efforts to advance 
Russian/Ukrainian negotiations, European security dialogue, and wider risk-reduction measures 
to prevent nuclear escalation.  

We call on the UN Secretary-General to use his good offices to put effective mechanisms for 
negotiations in place, even if all parties to the conflict are not yet ready to negotiate in good 
faith.  
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Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 

 
 
About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Gro Harlem Brundtland, Zeid Raad Al Hussein, Hina 
Jilani, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan Manuel Santos, 
Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo.   
  
Martti Ahtisaari, Ela Bhatt, Lakdhar Brahimi, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and 
Desmond Tutu are Elders Emeritus. 

Desmond Tutu (1931-2021) and Kofi Annan (1938-2018) were founding members of The Elders 
and served as Chairs from 2007 to 2013 and 2013 to 2018 respectively. 

 

Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 
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