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measures 

29 January 2024 

The Elders call for Israel to comply immediately with the provisional measures ordered by the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) to protect Palestinians in Gaza from acts of genocide. 
 
The Elders also call for Israel’s allies to publicly affirm their respect for the Court’s ruling, and to 
use the political, military and financial leverage at their disposal to ensure Israel’s compliance 
with the provisional measures. 
  
The ICJ’s legally binding decision is a moment of the utmost gravity.  
 
Israeli forces have killed over 25,000 Palestinians in Gaza, destroyed homes and infrastructure 
across the territory and displaced up to 1.9 million people. The Elders share the Court’s 
judgement that this scale of devastation risks causing irreparable harm to the people of Gaza. 
   
Israel, as the occupying military power, must comply with the Court’s ruling and implement the 
provisional measures in full. This includes ensuring its military does not commit any acts of 
genocide against the Palestinian people as a protected group, including killing members of the 
group. It also includes preventing incitement to genocide, and enabling provision of urgently 
needed basic services and humanitarian assistance. An immediate step must be to lift the siege 
of Gaza and end the collective punishment of Palestinians. 
 
The Elders support the Court’s emphasis that all parties to the conflict are bound by 
international humanitarian law, and its call for the immediate and unconditional release of the 
hostages held by Hamas and other armed groups. 
 
All states have a responsibility to respect the Court’s ruling. South Africa has shown moral 
leadership in bringing this case, and it is now incumbent on others – particularly Israel’s allies 
and the UN Security Council – to live up to their own moral and legal obligations to prevent acts 
of genocide, and support the ICJ’s ruling. 
 
As a minimum, Israel’s allies must ensure they are not complicit in any atrocity crimes. The 
Elders thus reiterate their call for all countries providing military assistance to Israel to place 
this under review and set new conditions for future provision. Governments which provide 
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military assistance in the knowledge that atrocities are being committed, or may be imminent, 
risk being complicit. Self-defence can never be a justification for atrocity crimes. 
 
For too long, Israel’s allies – particularly the United States and many European states – have 
provided political cover for its violations of international law.  This impunity must end now. 
   
Political leaders who choose to disregard or undermine the Court’s ruling risk further 
weakening the international rule of law at a time when it is already acutely under threat. The 
UN Security Council has a vital role in ensuring compliance with the ICJ ruling and upholding the 
consistent application of international law. The world is watching. 
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About The Elders 
The Elders are independent global leaders working for peace, justice, human rights and a sustainable 
planet. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 

The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Gro Harlem Brundtland, Helen Clark, Elbegdorj 
Tsakhia, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, Hina Jilani, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Ricardo Lagos, Graça 
Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan Manuel Santos, Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo. 

Lakhdar Brahimi, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, and Jimmy Carter are Elders Emeritus. 

Desmond Tutu (1931-2021) and Kofi Annan (1938-2018) were founding members of The Elders 
and served as Chairs from 2007 to 2013 and 2013 to 2018 respectively. Ela Bhatt (1933 - 2022) 
and Martti Ahtisaari (1937 - 2023) were members of The Elders from 2007 to 2016 and 2009 to 
2018 respectively. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 
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