
 

The Elders call for dialogue and accountability to end worsening 

conflict in DR Congo 

04 February 2025 

The Elders today voice our alarm at the rapid advances made by M23 rebels and Rwandan 

forces in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, which risk escalating into an even 

bloodier regional conflict.  

We call for effective dialogue to extend the M23 rebels’ unilateral ceasefire into a full and 

lasting cessation of hostilities. This must include the immediate withdrawal of all Rwandan 

troops, accountability for atrocity crimes against civilians, and the DRC government taking more 

action to protect its civilians and ensure the rule of law.  

The international community has neglected this conflict for too long. It has not been vocal 

enough in calling for the immediate withdrawal of Rwandan troops, and an end to its long-

standing support for the M23 rebel movement.  

The Elders echo the call by UN Secretary-General António Guterres for the immediate 

withdrawal of Rwandan forces. All parties must respect the territorial integrity and sovereignty 

of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The DRC government bears ultimate responsibility for 

the security of its citizens and must make this its top priority. 

We urge President Tshisekedi of the DRC and President Kagame of Rwanda to participate 

constructively in dialogue, and prioritise saving lives. Regional initiatives such as the Nairobi and 

Luanda negotiation processes, sponsored by the East African Community and the African Union 

respectively, can only succeed with a commitment by all parties to a pathway to peace. Full 

engagement from African leaders is essential for any lasting progress.  

This is more likely if the international community applies serious pressure -- as the USA did to 

Rwanda in 2012, when M23 forces first occupied Goma, leading to a temporary de-escalation. 

At that time, the international community also engaged in dialogue under the Addis Ababa 

Framework. Similar comprehensive and coordinated efforts are needed again now.  

The Elders are appalled at the human cost of this conflict. We call for the protection of 

humanitarian and peacekeeping personnel. Over 25 million people are in need of humanitarian 



assistance and over 9 million are displaced, while women and girls continue to experience 

horrific levels of conflict-related sexual violence.   

There must be an end to impunity for such crimes, both for the perpetrators and their political 

and military sponsors. We welcome the decision by the Prosecutor of the International Criminal 

Court in late 2024 to renew investigations in the DRC, and call on all parties to support the 

Court’s vital work.  

The conflict has been fuelled by the desire to control critical minerals, now increasingly needed 

across the world for mobile telecommunications and the green energy transition.  

Businesses and consumers also have a responsibility to ensure global prosperity does not come 

on the back of conflict, exploitation and human rights abuses.  

Civilians in eastern DRC have paid a terrible price over the last three decades for this 
devastating conflict. It must be brought to an end.   
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sustainable planet. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 

The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Gro Harlem Brundtland, Helen Clark, Elbegdorj 
Tsakhia, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, Hina Jilani, Denis Mukwege, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Graça 
Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan Manuel Santos (Chair), Mary Robinson  and Ernesto Zedillo. 

Lakhdar Brahimi, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Ricardo Lagos and Muhammad Yunus are Elders 
Emeritus. 

Desmond Tutu (1931-2021) and Kofi Annan (1938-2018) were founding members of The Elders 
and served as Chairs from 2007 to 2013 and 2013 to 2018 respectively. Ela Bhatt (1933 - 2022) 
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2016. 
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Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on  Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube. 
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