
 

The Elders condemn Israel’s illegal settlement expansion  
and call on its allies to act 

LONDON, 29 October 2021 

The Elders today expressed their grave concern at the advancement of Israeli plans for more 
than 3,100 new homes in illegal Jewish settlements in the West Bank. Such action directly 
threatens the viability of the two-state solution, violates Palestinian rights and undermines the 
claims of Israel’s new coalition government to be following a more constructive path than its 
predecessor.   

Mary Robinson, Chair of The Elders and former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, said:  

“The Israeli authorities’ advancement of plans for further settlement expansion in the West 
Bank is in clear violation of international law. Israel has acted with impunity for too long, and its 
continued expansion of illegal settlements constitutes a direct threat to the realisation of the 
two-state solution. It is now incumbent on Israel’s allies to respond with actions, not just words. 
This is the first major expansion of illegal settlement-building under Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett’s government, and the international community’s response must show that such 
actions will have consequences.”   

The Elders deplored the fact that the new coalition government in Israel is choosing to continue 
with de facto annexation of the West Bank, rather than pursuing a path towards peace and 
justice. The Israeli Ministry of Defence’s decision last week to designate six human rights 
organisations as “terrorist organisations”, which constitutes an assault on Palestinian civil 
society, is another indication of the alarming direction that this government is taking.  This 
underscores the need for a robust response from the international community in support of 
human rights, justice and accountability. 
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About The Elders 
The Elders are independent leaders using their collective experience and influence for peace, 
justice and human rights worldwide. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 
 
The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Gro Harlem Brundtland, Zeid Raad Al Hussein, Hina 
Jilani, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Ricardo Lagos, Graça Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan Manuel Santos, 
Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo.   
  
Martti Ahtisaari, Ela Bhatt, Lakhdar Brahimi, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and 
Desmond Tutu are Elders Emeritus. 

Kofi Annan (1938-2018) was a founding member of The Elders and served as Chair from 2013 to 
2018.

 

Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and YouTube. 


