
 

The Elders call for bold action by world leaders to end Israel’s 

unlawful occupation 

24 JULY 2024 

The Elders today call on political leaders worldwide, and especially those with influence on 
Israel, to enforce the historic ruling by the International Court of Justice and bring an end to 
Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territory. 
 
They welcome the authoritative opinion issued by the ICJ on 19 July as a definitive statement of 
international law. The legal consequences of this should now be implemented in full by Israel, 
United Nations member states and the UN itself. 
 
The ICJ, as the principal judicial organ of the UN, found that Israel’s presence throughout the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) including the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza, is 
unlawful. It further found that Israel’s policies and practices amount to annexation of large 
parts of Palestinian territory, and constitute a breach of its international obligations on racial 
segregation and apartheid.  
 
The Elders note the Court’s conclusion that Israel’s security needs can never justify permanent 
occupation or annexation of territory. Successive Israeli governments have been violating the 
Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, and the prohibition of the acquisition of 
territory by force, for more than five decades.   
 
At a time of political upheaval and growing geopolitical tensions, the world cannot be distracted 
by political events elsewhere. The ICJ ruling is a clarion call that should galvanise all leaders who 
respect the rule of law and are committed to a just and equitable multilateral system.  
 
At the same time, leaders must retain an urgent focus on the situation in Gaza. We need to see 
intensifying efforts to secure a ceasefire in Gaza, the release of all Israeli hostages and 
arbitrarily detained Palestinian prisoners, and humanitarian access to address catastrophic 
hunger and the risk of famine across the whole of Gaza.  
 
The terrorist attacks by Hamas on 7 October 2023 were shocking war crimes which the Elders 
unequivocally condemned at the time and do so again today. Almost 40,000 Palestinians are 
estimated to have been killed by Israeli forces since the Hamas attacks.  The death toll 
continues to rise every day but is seemingly tolerated by some countries, while UN Security 
Council Resolution 2735 remains unimplemented and a ceasefire deal out of reach.    



Israel has already failed to implement the provisional measures previously ordered by the ICJ, 
including halting its military offensive in Rafah and ensuring unhindered humanitarian access. 
The ongoing atrocities against civilians being perpetrated by Israel in Gaza add weight to 
allegations that genocide is being committed, on which the ICJ will make a final determination. 
 
World leaders now need to make it clear whether they believe in the rule of law or not. The 
people of the world are watching, waiting and willing justice to prevail. 
 
ENDS 

 

Media enquiries 
 
William French, Head of Communications  
T: +44 7795 693903 
media@theElders.org 
 
Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases. 

 
 
About The Elders 
 
The Elders are independent global leaders working for peace, justice, human rights and a 
sustainable planet. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007. 

The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Gro Harlem Brundtland, Helen Clark, Elbegdorj 
Tsakhia, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, Hina Jilani, Denis Mukwege, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Graça 
Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan Manuel Santos, Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo. 

Lakhdar Brahimi, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Ricardo Lagos are Elders 
Emeritus. 

Desmond Tutu (1931-2021) and Kofi Annan (1938-2018) were founding members of The Elders 
and served as Chairs from 2007 to 2013 and 2013 to 2018 respectively. Ela Bhatt (1933 - 2022) 
and Martti Ahtisaari (1937 - 2023) were members of The Elders from 2007 to 2016 and 2009 to 
2018 respectively. 

 
 
Find out more 
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work 
please go to www.theElders.org. 

Follow The Elders on  Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube. 
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