The Elders call for UN-backed independent commission to probe

Venezuela election

03 SEPTEMBER 2024

The Elders today call on United Nations Secretary-General Anténio Guterres to establish an
independent commission to investigate the presidential election held in Venezuela on 28 July
and make recommendations on the way forward.

Such a commission, by reviewing the evidence to be provided by all pertinent parties, would be
an important step for restoring democracy and the rule of law in Venezuela.

The Elders condemn the widespread repression and violations of human rights of recent
months, which have left dozens of people killed and thousands arrested.

Leaders of the opposition, including Presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia and
Maria Corina Machado, have been forced into hiding and their supporters arrested and
assaulted. On 2 September, Venezuela’s attorney general filed an arrest warrant against Mr.
Gonzalez grotesquely accusing him of usurpation, forgery, instigation and sabotage. This is
illegal and reminiscent of previous dictatorships that have scarred the history of Latin America.

The Elders call on President Nicolas Maduro to provide vote tallies to enable a transparent
verification of the result of the 28 July election. Neighbouring countries in the region including
Brazil and Colombia have urged the regime to take this step, and its refusal to do so has been
condemned by the Organization of American States.

Maduro’s persistent refusal to release the vote tallies suggests he intends to stay in power at
any cost, defying the democratic will of the Venezuelan people.

In this atmosphere of worsening violence, repression and polarisation, it is imperative to have
independent, objective and authoritative analysis. Hence our call to the United Nations
Secretary-General to appoint an independent group to investigate the reality of the recent
Venezuelan elections.



The world will draw its own conclusions based on how the different national stakeholders and
their allies respond.

All states must adhere to the highest standards of electoral accountability and transparency,
and incumbents must respect the outcomes regardless of the result. The Maduro regime should
not be exempted from this obligation.
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Sign up to receive The Elders' press releases.

About The Elders

The Elders are independent global leaders working for peace, justice, human rights and a
sustainable planet. The group was founded by Nelson Mandela in 2007.

The Elders are Ban Ki-moon (Deputy Chair), Gro Harlem Brundtland, Helen Clark, Elbegdor;j
Tsakhia, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, Hina Jilani, Denis Mukwege, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Graca
Machel (Deputy Chair), Juan Manuel Santos, Mary Robinson (Chair) and Ernesto Zedillo.

Lakhdar Brahimi, Fernando Henrigue Cardoso, Jimmy Carter and Ricardo Lagos are Elders
Emeritus.

Desmond Tutu (1931-2021) and Kofi Annan (1938-2018) were founding members of The Elders
and served as Chairs from 2007 to 2013 and 2013 to 2018 respectively. Ela Bhatt (1933 - 2022)
and Martti Ahtisaari (1937 - 2023) were members of The Elders from 2007 to 2016 and 2009 to
2018 respectively.

Find out more
For biographies of the Elders, blogs, photos, videos and more information about their work
please go to www.theElders.org.

Follow The Elders on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube.



mailto:media@theElders.org
http://theelders.org/contact/media-request
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-y/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-j/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-t/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-i/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-i/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-d/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-h/
https://theelders.org/profile/denis-mukwege
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-k/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-o/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-o/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-b/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-n/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-p/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-x/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-m/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-c/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-q/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-u/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-a/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-f/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-z/
https://theelders.createsend1.com/t/y-i-xlhkte-l-v/
http://www.theelders.org/
https://twitter.com/theelders
https://www.facebook.com/theElders
https://www.instagram.com/theelders_org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-elders-foundation
https://www.youtube.com/user/theeldersorg

